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NATIONAL SCHOOL COUNSELOR
FELLOW

Dr. Denise Hawkins from the
Department of Counseling

has been selected from a
highly competitive pool of
applicants for the 2025-2027
National School Counselor
Fellows Program. This two-
year fellowship, offered by

the Center for Equity and
Postsecondary Attainment (CEPA) at San Diego State
University (SDSU), is designed to empower school
counselors as agents of systemic change. Through
comprehensive training, mentorship, and practical
tools, the program supports fellows in addressing
barriers to postsecondary education—particularly
those heightened by the pandemic—and in advancing
equitable opportunities for all students. As part

of the fellowship, participants will also design and
implement a change project and engage in a national
professional network.

DENISE HAWKINS

NATIONAL OUTSTANDING
PROFESSOR AWARD

Congratulations to Dr. Hilary
Dack of the Department of
Middle, Secondary & K-12
Education, who has been
selected as the National 2025
Outstanding Professor of Middle
Level Education by the National
Association of Professors

of Middle Level Education
(NAPOMLE). This prestigious award, given annually

to one recipient nationwide, recognizes exceptional
contributions to the field of middle grades education
through research, teaching, and service. Dr. Dack was
honored for her impactful work advancing middle level
education, her commitment to teacher preparation
and program improvement, and her leadership
advocating for young adolescents at the local, state,
and national levels.

HILARY DACK

SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING & LEARNING GRANTS

Dr. Regina McCurdy (Department of Middle, Secondary & K12 Education) - Designing Relevant
Science Lessons with Notebook LM: Empowering Teachers to Connect Curriculum to Students’ Lives
through Generative Al. The project hopes to empower graduate students - who are also science
teachers - to utilize Notebook LM as a collaborative tool to connect science content to their middle/
high school students’ lived experiences, identities, and communities. Graduate students will curate

credible, locally relevant sources, use Notebook LM to generate grounded instructional materials,

and implement these lessons in their classrooms.

Drs. Kimberly Bunch-Crump & Gloria Campbell-Whatley (Department of Special Education & Child Development)
- Advancing Competence in Tier 3 Function-Based Positive Behavior Intervention Planning. The project focuses on



developing and evaluating an Al-supported, self-paced online training
module designed to strengthen educators’ skills in designing individualized,
function-based positive behavior support plans for students with challenging
behaviors. This project will enhance the quality and accessibility of graduate-
level coursework in the Special Education program and contribute to
evidence-based online instructional design practices at UNC Charlotte.

Dr. Kristin Davin (Department of Middle, Secondary & K12 Education) &

Dr. Alex Dornburg (Department of Bioinformatics & Genomics) - Teaching

Research in the Age of Al: A Study of Generative Al Integration in an Undergraduate Bioinformatics
CURE. The study will investigate how the redesign of BINF 1101: Introduction to Bioinformatics and
Genomics, a course-based undergraduate research experience (CURE), influences student learning.
Drs. Davin and Dornburg aim to assess how Al-integrated instruction influences student research
competencies, critical Al use, and engagement in collaborative inquiry.

KIMBERLY BUNCH-CRUMP  GLORIA CAMPBELL-WHATLEY
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KRISTIN DAVIN

CALL FOR PRESENTERS: 2026 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT SHOWCASE
FEATURING THE CATO COLLEGE OF EDUCATION

UNC Charlotte’s Urban Institute and the Cato College of Education invite faculty and staff to share their community-
engaged work at the 2026 Community Engagement Showcase, taking place this March at the Dubois Center at UNC

Charlotte Center City (final date to be announced).

The event will feature lightning presentations and a networking reception highlighting how campus-community
partnerships advance Charlotte’s priorities through education, research, and service. Faculty and staff may present with
community partners if it is relevant to their research topic or area of study. The Showcase will be promoted to faculty,
staff, and students across campus, as well as to community partners throughout the greater Charlotte area.

Please submit your proposal by January 12, 2026, using

NINER RESEARCH RECEPTION

On Monday, October 27, 2025 in the Popp Martin Student
Union, the accomplishments of hundreds of researchers
in approximately 40 award categories were celebrated.
The following faculty and students in the Cato College of
Education were recognized during the celebration:

Books

* Storytelling and Improvisation as Anti-racist
Pedagogies: Miller, Erin T. | Tanner, Samuel Jaye -
Routledge, 2024

Edited Books

* Mentoring While White: Butler, Bettie Ray, Farinde-Wu,
Abiola, Winchell, Melissa - Lexington Books, 2024

* Exploring Education and Democratization in South
Asia: Byker, Erik Jon, lyengar, Radhika, Saeed, Tania,

Witenstein, Matthew A. - Palgrave Macmillan

* The Handbook of Adult and Continuing Education:
Hawley, Joshua D, Merriweather, Lisa R, Mizzi, Robert C,
Rocco, Tonette S, Smith, M Cecil - Routledge, 2024

* Queerness As Being in Higher Education: Cisneros,
Jesus, Duran, Antonio, Jourian, T.J, Miller, Ryan A. -
Taylor & Francis Ltd, 2024

Externally Funded Awards

Large Awards

* Daniel M. Alston - Reading & Elementary ED, COED; co-
Pls: Scott P. Kissau, Ryan P. Kilmer, S. Michael Putman

New Award as Pl
* Nicole Adams - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
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Daniel M. Alston - Reading & Elementary ED, COED
Anne H. Cash - Reading & Elementary ED, COED

Jack R. Culbreth - Counseling, COED

Mark M. D’Amico - Educational Leadership, COED
Sandra Dika - Educational Leadership, COED

Dania Fakhro - Counseling, COED

Catherine H. Fowler - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED

Lan Q. Kolano - Middle Grades, Secondary & K-12, COED

Hedda Meadan-Kaplansky - Special Ed & Child Deyv,
COED

Adriana L. Medina - Reading & Elementary ED, COED
Luke T. Reinke - Reading & Elementary ED, COED
Fred Spooner - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Shawnee L. Wakeman - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Alisa B. Wickliff - Ctr for STEM Education, COED

Multiple New Awards as Pl

Hedda Meadan-Kaplansky - Special Ed & Child Dev,
COED

Alisa B. Wickliff - Ctr for STEM Education, COED

New Award as Co-l or Co-PI

Erik J. Byker - Reading & Elementary ED, COED

Kristin Johnson Davin - Middle Grades, Secondary &
K-12, COED

Sandra Dika - Educational Leadership, COED
Cathy D. Howell - Educational Leadership, COED
Holly N. Johnson - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Stella Yun Kim - Educational Leadership, COED
Scott P. Kissau - College of Education, COED

Joan Rolston Lachance - Middle Grades, Secondary &
K-12, COED

Ryan A. Miller - Educational Leadership, COED

Stephan M. Putman - Reading & Elementary ED, COED
Luz del Carmen Serrata - Educational Leadership, COED
Carl D. Westine - Educational Leadership, COED

NSF CAREER Awards (Active in FY25)

Brittany Anderson - Middle Grades, Secondary & K-12,
COED

Supplement Awards

Daniel M. Alston - Reading & Elementary ED, COED

Brittany Anderson - Middle Grades, Secondary & K-12,
COED

Kelly Mitchell Anderson - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Mark M D’Amico - Educational Leadership, COED
Catherine H. Fowler - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Stella Yun Kim - Educational Leadership, COED

Scott P. Kissau - College of Education, COED

Lan Q. Kolano - Middle Grades, Secondary & K-12, COED
Richard G. Lambert - Educational Leadership, COED
Yao-yu Lo - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED

Ryan A. Miller - Educational Leadership, COED

Taryne M. Mingo - Counseling, COED

Debra S. Morris - Educational Leadership, COED

David K. Pugalee - Ctr For STEM Education, COED
Shawnee L. Wakeman - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED
Virginia L. Walker - Special Ed & Child Dev, COED

Ignite Pilot Center Awards

The Center for Education Measurement and Evaluation
(CEME), Director: Richard Lambert

Center for Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (CSTEM), Director: David Pugalee

Faculty Research Grants

Ji Yae Bong - Educational Leadership, COED
Dania Fakhro - Counseling, COED

Nexus Participants 2025

Nicole Adams - Special Education and Child
Development, COED

lan Binns - Reading and Elementary Education, COED

Premkumar Pugalenthi - Middle, Secondary, and K-12
Education, COED

Carmen Serrata - Educational Leadership, COED

Student Recognition - Education Graduate Research Track

1st place: Daniel Maxwell

2nd place: Erica Neal & Karen Kopitsky
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3-MINUTE THESIS COMPETITION

Amira Khalie, a first-year student in the Ph.D. in Curriculum and Instruction (Curriculum and

Educator Development), was selected as a finalist in the UNC Charlotte 3-minute thesis (3MT)
Competition. Amira is the only finalist from the Cato College of Education. The title of Amira’s
presentation is “Speaking with Confidence: The Power of Translanguaging in ESL." 3MT is a
competition for graduate students held each fall semester at UNC Charlotte. The event is held at over
600 universities in 85 different countries. Graduate students condense their research into a clear

and engaging three-minute presentation supported by only one static slide. Students deliver their
presentations before a group of non-specialist judges. Amira presented a session on Differentiation at
the Teacher-to-Teacher (T2T) Conference earlier this month, and was recently elected President-Elect of Carolina TESOL,
representing educators across North and South Carolina. Amira also serves as a Research Assistant in the Mebane Early
Literacy Center (MELC).

UNC SYSTEM Al FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS COURSE

The UNC System Office is coordinating the development of a new Al Training program that brings together faculty,
librarians, and instructional designers from across our institutions. This collaborative initiative provides students with:

A critical understanding of how these tools function, including responsible use and privacy considerations,
Hands-on experience with widely used Al tools in academic and professional contexts, and,

Exposure to industry perspectives that connect Al literacy to real-world career pathways.

Pilot Program Details

We are now preparing for the pilot phase in Spring 2026, and we invite faculty across the UNC System to participate. As
a pilot participant, you will:

Integrate the Al training modules into one of your courses
Provide feedback on the student experience and program effectiveness
Help us refine the curriculum before it launches systemwide

Receive a stipend for your time and contributions

This is an excellent opportunity to be at the forefront of Al education in the UNC System while directly enhancing your
students' learning and career preparation.

How to Participate

If you are interested in applying to be a part of the pilot or would like to learn more, please complete this brief
form: https://northcarolina.col.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_ernHbd5CGrniPhg.
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COED FACULTY RESEARCH GRANTS PROGRAM

The Cato College of Education (CoED) is excited to
announce its new Faculty Research Grants (FRG) program,
created to support innovative research and encourage
the pursuit of external funding. This program replaces the
former University Faculty Research Grant (FRG) program
and redistributes funding directly within the college.

Program Overview

* Purpose: Provide seed funding for new, purposeful
research projects and promote applications for external
grants.

* Administration: Managed by the Research Advisory
Council (RAC).

* Funding Cycle: July 1 - May 15 (11 months).

* Award Amount: Up to $8,000, including a $4,000
stipend cap.

* Eligibility: Tenure-eligible and clinical faculty

Application Details

* Award Limit: Only one FRG award per faculty member in
a two-year period.

FACULTY RESEARCH MENTORING
PROGRAM

If you plan to submit a large-scale proposal ($100K+)
between January 15 and June 15, 2026, please
consider applying to the Faculty Research Mentoring

Program.

This program supports faculty-to-faculty mentoring

by pairing experienced Pls with strong records

of extramural funding with colleagues seeking to
strengthen their grant-writing skills. It offers an
opportunity for seasoned investigators to guide newer
grant writers through the proposal process and for less
experienced faculty to gain valuable mentorship and
collaboration experience.

Both the mentor and mentee receive a $2,000 stipend
upon submission of the proposal. The application
deadline for this cycle is December 1, 2025.

* Joint Proposals: Allowed, with shared stipends.

* External Funding Requirement: Awardees must submit
at least one external grant proposal before reapplying.

® Resubmissions: Special opportunities for new assistant
professors (within first three years of hire) to resubmit
proposals after revising initial submission with mentor
support.

Selection Process

* Awards are merit-based, determined solely by proposal
quality.

* Typically, 3-4 proposals will be funded each cycle.

Upcoming Deadlines (2026-2027 Cycle)
* All applicants: January 9, 2026

* Resubmissions (new assistant professors in first 3 years
at UNCC): March 27, 2026

For full guidelines, eligibility requirements, and submission
instructions, please visit the CoED Research Website

CALL FOR PAPERS: SOCIETY FOR
TEXT & DISCOURSE

Please consider and share the Call for Papers for
the 2026 meeting of the Society for Text and
Discourse (ST&D) to be held in Charlotte at the
DuBois Center, July 29-31, 2026. ST&D, which
publishes the journal Discourse Processes, is

an international society of researchers who
investigate all aspects of discourse processing and
text analysis. This may also be a great venue for
student presenters, since it won't involve high travel
costs; there will be options for paper and poster
presentations.
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Consider using Mursion software in your classes this spring (2026). Our subscription provides access
to both ready-to-use (whole class) 50-minute simulation sessions and 30-minute (individual student)
practice simulation sessions that address a lot of skills relevant not only to teacher preparation
programs, but also educational leadership and counseling (see above Library of Sessions). To
schedule a session, please complete the sign-up form here. Maddison will schedule your session and
send you the link to share with your students.

Educational Middle School High School

Leadership
Principal-Teacher Establishing Rapport * Meet and Greet
Conference (Meet & Greet) * Classroom
Family Classroom Management, Setting
Conference - ECE Management * Expectations
Behavioral Issues Introducing Content = Introducing Content
Family Eliciting Student * Demonstrating
Conference — ECE Thinking Science Lab Safety
Data Comprehending * Establishing Science
Family Personification Lab Safety
Conference — K-35 Understanding * Eliciting Student
Data Exponents Thinking,
Family Welcoming a New * Environmental
Conference — Student Sciences
Middle School Defining Science * Leading Group
Data Vocabulary Discussion, Biology
Family Understanding
Conference — Angles
Middle School Understanding
Behavioral Issues Instructions
Family Comprehending
Conference — Nonfiction
Concerns with IEP Vocabulary
Family Social Emotional
Conference — Learning
Introducing Need
for IEP

ELED & ECE Special Populations Counseling
Establishing Rapport * Understanding Conducting a
(Meet & Greet) Exponents (ASD) Counseling Session
Classroom * Comprehending Checking-in New
Management Personification Patient Behavioral
Introducing Content (ASD) Health
Eliciting Student * Comprehending Interviewing
Thinking — Long Nonfiction Pediatric Guardian
Division Vocabulary (LD) Delivering News to
Social Emotional * Understanding a Minor
Learning Instructions (LD)

Leading a Morning * Welcoming a New
Circle Student (EL)
Read Aloud * Defining Science
Assessing Phonetic Vocabulary (EL )
Awareness * Understanding
Angles (EL)

CAROLINAS STEM TEACHING AND LEARNING CONFERENCE

The Carolinas STEM Teaching and Learning Conference is
an annual event co-sponsored by UNC Charlotte’'s Center
for STEM Education and The N.C. Science, Mathematics,
and Technology (SMT) Center. This conference brings

together K-12 educators from across the region to share
knowledge, resources, and innovative practices in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM)
education.

Participants will engage in sessions, workshops, and
discussions designed to showcase effective classroom
strategies, highlight new technologies, and inspire creative
approaches to STEM learning.

We are excited to announce that:
* Faculty presentations are encouraged and welcome!

* Graduate student registration is free.

* Presenters do not pay a registration fee.

* Co-presenters pay $S30.

* Participants pay S60 if they are SWEA members (most
public schools qualify) or $S120 if not a SWEA member

(private schools, etc.).

The conference flyer includes QR codes for

both Presenter and Participant registration for easy sign-
up.

Please help us share this opportunity widely — and thank
you for distributing this information as soon as possible.

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out
to Mrs. Alisa Wickliff, abwickli@charlotte.edu. More
information and registration is available at https://cstem.
charlotte.edu/pk-20-educators/stem-conference/.
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METHODOLOGICAL & DATA ANALYTIC SUPPORT

The Center for Educational Measurement and Evaluation (CEME) in the Cato College of Education provides statistical
support and research methodological assistance to faculty, staff, and graduate students at UNC Charlotte. To receive
CEME support, please submit a service request ticket. The direct link to the ticketing system is also available on the
CoEd Research website (click on Research Support link).

NEED FUNDS TO COMPLETE A RESEARCH PROJECT?

The Cato College of Education “Just in Time" Funding program is designed to provide necessary financial support

to faculty and staff to complete research projects that would otherwise go unfinished or be significantly hampered.
Investigators can apply to receive a maximum of $2,000 toward the purchase of supplies or core services not supported
by departmental research overhead funds or other external or internal funding sources (e.g., start-up funds, research
incentive funds). Documentation of IRB approval is necessary prior to obtaining funds for any research that includes
Human Subjects. The next funding deadline is January 16, 2026. Applicants can expect to hear a funding decision
within a couple of weeks of the deadline. As a reminder, any funds received must be spent during the fiscal year. More
information about this funding opportunity and how to apply can be found here.

RESEARCH AT CHARLOTTE TEACHER EARLY COLLEGE

A friendly reminder that the opportunity to conduct research at the Charlotte Teacher Early College (CTEC) is still
available. To promote and track related research and facilitate collaboration, anyone interested in conducting research
involving CTEC is encouraged to complete an online form found on our research webpage.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

Brady Foundation - Existing Educational Program Evaluation Grants - The Foundation is currently accepting Existing
Program Evaluation (EPE) proposals that have the potential to provide data that will inform how to address disparities in
educational opportunities associated with race, ethnicity, and family income. The primary aim must concern evaluating
the effectiveness of programs designed to promote positive cognitive and/or achievement outcomes for children (birth
through 18 years) with the goal of informing ways to close the educational opportunity gaps associated with race,
ethnicity, and income.

Deadline: Stage 1 Applications are accepted throughout the year. If Invited to Continue, Stage 2 Proposal Due Dates are
listed on the funder website.

http://bradyeducationfoundation.org/application-guidelines/

Burroughs Wellcome Fund - The Burroughs Wellcome Fund aims to stimulate growth of new connections between
thinkers working in largely disconnected fields who might together change the course of climate change's impact on
human health. In the three years between Fall 2023 and Summer 2026, we will dedicate SIM to supporting small, early-
stage grants of $2,500-$50,000 toward achieving this goal.

Deadline: Quarterly through July 2026 (Next: 1/22/26, 4/23/26, 7/23/26).

https://www.bwfund.org/funding-opportunities/climate-change-and-human-health/climate-change-and-human-health-
seed-grants/faq/
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Caplan Foundation - The Caplan Foundation for Early Childhood is an incubator of promising research and development projects
that appear likely to improve the welfare of young children, from infancy through 7 years, in the United States. The Foundation's
goal is to provide seed money to implement those imaginative proposals that exhibit the greatest chance of improving the lives of
young children, on a national scale. The Foundation provides funding in the following areas: 1) Early Childhood Welfare; 2) Early
Childhood Education and Play; 3) Parenting Education.

Deadline: 31 Jan 2026 (Letter of Inquiry); 31 May 2026 (Letter of Inquiry).

http://earlychildhoodfoundation.org/

German National Academic Foundation - The German Academic Scholarship Foundation invites applications for its doctoral
scholarships. These support doctoral candidates studying at a German university and German citizens pursuing a PhD abroad.
An average of 350 scholarships are awarded each year. Doctoral scholars receive €1,450 a month, comprising a basic monthly
stipend of €1,350 and a research allowance of €100 a month. Doctoral scholars who travel abroad for research purposes,
laboratory visits or to attend conferences can apply for grants for travel and additional living expenses. Funding is initially
granted for two years. On application and subject to successful progress, the scholarship may be extended twice, for up to

six months respectively. The maximum funding period is 36 months, for scholarship holders with children this period can be
increased to 48 months.

Deadline: Applications may be submitted at any time.

https://www.studienstiftung.de/en/doctoral-scholarships/

Learning Disabilities Foundation of America - Applications must be for projects which conform to the mission of the Learning
Disabilities Foundation of America by responding to an unmet need in the field of learning disabilities. Funds are granted for
charitable, scientific, literary or educational purposes or for the identification, ongoing evaluation, education of and services for
children and adults with learning disabilities.

Letter of Inquiry Deadline: 06 Apr 2026.

https://www.ldfamerica.org/grant-guidelines.html

National Science Foundation - Advancing Informal STEM Learning (AISL) - The AISL program is committed to funding research
and practice, with continued focus on investigating a range of informal STEM learning (ISL) experiences and environments
that make lifelong learning a reality. This program seeks proposals that center engagement, broadening participation, and
belonging, and further the well-being of individuals and communities who have been and continue to be excluded, underserved,
or underrepresented in STEM along several dimensions.

Deadline: Jan 14, 2026.

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/aisl-advancing-informal-stem-learning/504793/nsf24-601

National Science Foundation - Computer Science for All (CSforALL) - CSforALL aims to provide (1) high school teachers with
the preparation, professional development (PD) and ongoing support they need to teach rigorous computer science courses; (2)
preK-8 teachers with the instructional materials and preparation they need to integrate CS and CT into their teaching; and (3)
schools and districts with the resources needed to define and evaluate multi-grade pathways in CS and CT.

Deadline: Feb 11, 2026.

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/csforall-research-rpps-computer-science-all/505359/nsf24-555

National Science Foundation - EHR Core Research (ECR): Building Capacity in STEM Education Research (ECR: BCSER) - ECR:
BCSER supports projects that build investigators’ capacity to carry out high-quality STEM education research that will enhance
the nation's STEM education enterprise. In addition, ECR: BCSER seeks to broaden the pool of researchers who can advance
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knowledge regarding STEM learning and learning environments, broadening participation in STEM fields, and STEM workforce
development. Specifically, ECR: BCSER supports activities that enable researchers to expand their areas of expertise and acquire
the requisite knowledge and skills to conduct rigorous research in STEM education. Career development may be accomplished
through investigator-initiated professional development and research projects or through institutes that enable researchers to
integrate methodological strategies with theoretical and practical issues in STEM education.

Deadline: 27 Feb 2026.
https://www.nsf.gov/publications/pub_summ.jsp?ods_key=nsf22548

National Science Foundation - Ethical and Responsible Research (ER2) - The ER2 program supports projects that focus on what
constitutes or promotes responsible and ethical research in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) fields.
The ER2 program promotes the development, improvement, and dissemination of responsible and ethical research practices
and aims to build on organizational cultures that value and reward such practices. Proposers to the ER2 program may examine
responsible and ethical research practices across one or more career stages. This can include, for example, the research
practices of students, postdoctoral fellows, faculty, or practitioners. ER2 projects could seek to improve responsible and ethical
research practices in teams, organizations, or communities, or between researchers and the public. ER2 projects may include
the development of interventions that promote responsible and ethical research practices, including in multidisciplinary, inter-
organizational, cross-sector, translational, or international contexts. An ER2 project can also identify challenges that undermine
or erode responsible and ethical research practices in STEM fields and evaluate measures to prevent or mitigate such challenges.
Deadline: 22 Jan 2026.

https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/er2-ethical-responsible-research/nsf24-604/solicitation

National Science Foundation - Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity (GRANTED) - The
National Science Foundation (NSF) seeks to encourage nationally transformative ideas and scalable models to strengthen

the Nation's research enterprise, particularly at emerging research and minority-serving institutions. Broadly defined, the
research enterprise includes human capital, practices and processes related to research development, research administration,
technology transfer and commercialization, corporate relation/public-private partnerships, research integrity, compliance and
security, research policy, student research training, and research leadership.

Deadline: You can apply for this opportunity at any time.

https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/growing-research-access-nationally-transformative-0

National Science Foundation - NSF K-12 STEM - The program encourages innovative, multidisciplinary, and potentially
transformative projects that build theory, generate new knowledge, and inform education practices in a rapidly evolving
technological landscape with advances in emerging technologies including artificial intelligence (Al). It supports fundamental,
applied, and translational research that enhances STEM teaching and learning and across the human lifespan and in a range
of formal and informal learning settings. In addition to building theory and informing practice, the program seeks projects that
produce new tools and frameworks; harness exemplary formal and informal learning; and unlock new avenues of scientific
inquiry and discovery in STEM education to strengthen the Nation's standing as a global leader in STEM innovation. Proposals
submitted to the STEM K-12 program may focus on learning or instruction in any field(s) of STEM (science, technology,
engineering, or mathematics) and may involve a variety of contexts in which teaching and learning take place, including formal
education (pre-K to 12) and informal learning environments.

Deadline: Proposals accepted anytime.

https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/stem-k-12-nsf-stem-k-12/nsf25-545/solicitation

National Science Foundation - Research Coordination Networks (RCN) - The goal of the RCN program is to advance a field or
create new directions in research or education by supporting groups of investigators to communicate and coordinate their
research, training and educational activities across disciplinary, organizational, geographic, and international boundaries. The
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RCN program provides opportunities to foster new collaborations, including international partnerships where appropriate, and
address interdisciplinary topics. Innovative ideas for implementing novel networking strategies, collaborative technologies,
training, broadening participation, and development of community standards for data and meta- data are especially
encouraged. RCN awards are not meant to support existing networks; nor are they meant to support the activities of established
collaborations.

Deadline: Proposals are accepted at any time.

Research Coordination Networks (RCN) (nsf23529) | NSF - National Science Foundation

Organization for Autism Research - Graduate Research Grants - The Graduate Research Grant Competition offers grant awards
for students conducting autism research as a requirement in pursuit of a master’s degree and for students who are doctoral
candidates or post-doctoral students. The program funds studies that will likely produce practical and clearly objective results
that may aid parents, families, professionals, and people with autism to make more fully informed choices that will lead to
healthier and happier lives. Note that these grants are for independent research studies only. The maximum grant awards are
$2,000.00 for Doctoral or Post-doctoral candidates and $1,000.00 for Master's candidates. OAR will consider making up to 12
awards, for a total of $20,000 in grants.

Deadline: 02 Feb 2026.

https://researchautism.org/research-grants/apply-for-a-grant/graduate-research/

PNC Foundation - PNC Grow Up Great Foundation Grants - The PNC Foundation supports a variety of nonprofit organizations with
a special emphasis on those that work to achieve sustainability and touch a diverse population, in particular, those that support
early childhood education and/or economic development. PNC Grow Up Great is our signature program. It is a multi-year, bilingual
initiative that began in 2004 to help prepare children from birth to age 5 for success in school and life.

Deadline: You can apply for this opportunity at any time.

https://www.pnc.com/en/about-pnc/corporate-responsibility/philanthropy/pnc-foundation.html

Robert Woods Johnson Foundation - Evidence for Action: Innovative Research to Advance Racial Equity - Evidence for Action
prioritizes research to evaluate specific interventions (e.g., policies, programs, practices) that have the potential to counteract
the harms of structural and systemic racism and improve health, well-being, and equity outcomes. We are concerned both with
the direct impacts of structural racism on the health and well-being of people and communities of color (e.g., Black, Latina/o/x,
Indigenous, Asian, Pacific Islander people, and other races and ethnicities)—as well as the ways in which racism intersects with
other forms of marginalization, such as having low income, being an immigrant, having a disability, or identifying as LGBTQ+ or a
gender minority.

Deadline: Continuous.

https://www.rwijf.org/en/library/funding-opportunities/2021/evidence-for-action--innovative-research-to-advance-racial-equity.
html?utm_campaign=GA%20GDC%20Research&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=171256350&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8KcFYFsfdGishTeE
W3rbzh_sjjlee3pltNKDx07sw3V_0ebpzWIdD7MG7GJZNXmBjJQ2-8gilQrm-vtTKGn1BgW5j5UwEutm_content=171256350&utm_
source=hs_email

Teagle Foundation - Education for American Civic Life - The Education for American Civic Life initiative supports efforts to
prepare students to become informed and engaged participants in the civic life of their local and national communities.
Grants of varying amounts, ranging from $100,000-$300,000 over a 24-36 month period, will be made to each funded project
participating in this initiative.

Deadline: Continuous.
https://www.teaglefoundation.org/Call-for-Proposals/RFPs/Education-for-American-Civic-Life-RFP?utm_campaign=GA%20

GDC%20ProgrammaticGutm_medium=email&_hsmi=230578833&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_I8m8454rTmjyUhX-JckU84lelvdjKdejx50i3
3Nor9KvDNLYDDfiz3wdsJMmVd20X1JQqTr6w9FtSCfc6VSpFVE_ZHg&utm_content=2305788336utm_source=hs_email
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U.S. Department of State - Fulbright Specialist Program - The Fulbright Specialist Program, part of the larger Fulbright Program,
was established in 2001 by the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. The program pairs highly
qualified U.S. academics and professionals with institutions abroad to share their expertise, strengthen institutional linkages,
hone their skills, gain international experience, and learn about other cultures while building capacity at receiving institutions.
The Fulbright Specialist Program aims to provide a short-term, on-demand resource to foreign institutions, giving them greater
flexibility in how they participate with Fulbright. Specialists are strongly encouraged to continue to work with these institutions in
the years following their initial exchange, creating opportunities for ongoing cooperation and consultancies.

Deadline: 09 Jan 2026; 06 Mar 2026; 08 May 2026.
https://fulbrightspecialist.worldlearning.org/the-fulbright-specialist-program

William T. Grant Foundation - Research Grants on Reducing Inequality - This program supports research to build, test, or
increase understanding of programs, policies, or practices to reduce inequality in the academic, social, behavioral, or economic
outcomes of young people ages 5-25 in the United States. We prioritize studies that aim to reduce inequalities that exist along
dimensions of race, ethnicity, economic standing, language minority status, or immigrant origins.

Deadline: 08 Jan 2026 (LOI).
https://wtgrantfoundation.org/funding

William T. Grant Foundation - Research Grants on Improving the Use of Research Evidence- This program funds research studies
that advance theory and build empirical knowledge on ways to improve the use of research evidence by policymakers, agency
leaders, organizational managers, intermediaries, and other decision-makers that shape youth-serving systems in the United
States.

Deadline: 08 Jan 2026 (LOI).
https://wtgrantfoundation.org/funding

For a more comprehensive list of funding opportunities that align with areas of research interest and expertise in the Cato
College of Education, please visit the curated list created in Pivot at the link provided below. You may be prompted to log
in to Pivot to access these results. If you do not have a Pivot account set up, you can use your UNC Charlotte NinerNet
credentials as the shibboletnywhereh login when prompted. https://pivot.proquest.com/curated_opps/9932 Jennifer.
Jones@charlotte.edu

RESEARCH/FUNDING SUPPORT

Finding Funding Opportunities Post-award Support

Kailey Hess, Limited Submissions and Internal Funding Catherine Butt, Award Management Specialist, Office of Research
Coordinator, Research Development Office Services cbutt@charlotte.edu

KhesslO@charlotte.edu Jennifer Jones, Business Services Coordinator

Jennifer.Jones@charlotte.edu

Proposal Development & Submission

Julia Jones, Senior Proposal Development Officer, Office of IRB Questions

Research Services Cat Runden, Research & Economic Development

jlone524@charlotte.edu

CatRunden@charlotte.edu

spkissau@charlotte.edu.
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